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ENROLMENTS ARE OPEN FOR PREP 2024
Contact us to enrol your child and to book your Prep enrolment interview

4092 8100  |  admin@mareebass.eq.edu.au

.

✓ When we enrol a child, we enrol the whole family
✓ A well-rounded education across academic, sporting, technologies & cultural domains
✓ A strong philosophy that making a difference in the early years makes a difference!
✓ A culturally diverse, inclusive environment.  At MSS, ‘We All Belong’
✓ A Prep building purpose-built for our littlest learners
✓ We work collaboratively with community groups to establish common practices and 

provide effective support 
✓ Individual transitions for children with a disability or extra needs

Under 8’s Day
Thursday 14th September

9.00 - 11.00am
Mareeba State School 

covered hall & play area
For all children in the Mareeba 
community under 8 years old

Prep Open Morning
Wednesday 9th August

9.30 - 10.30am
For students starting Prep in 

2024, and their parents.  
Enjoy a wide range of 
activities in our Prep 

classrooms!

Don’t miss...

BY ELLIE FINK 

AFTER suff ering from several 
strokes, Darren Cassady's life 
changed dramatically, forcing 
him to live in an aged care home  
in Cardwell. 

Spending four years far away 
from his family, community, 
and Country, the 56-year- old  
struggled with living in an aged 
facility. 

However, at the time, his 
sister Viv Edwards didn't know 
what to do, until they learned 
about MiHaven specialist dis-
ability accommodation (SDA).

“I was unable to provide 
full-time care for him and had 
to move him to an aged care fa-
cility in Cardwell when he was 
just 56 years old, far from his 
family and local connections,” 
Viv said.

“It wasn't the right thing to 
do, but it was my only option.”

SDA housing has become a 
focus for MiHaven, allowing 
eligible participants under the 
National Disability Insurance 
Scheme (NDIS) to receive sup-
port while living independently 
in a home suitable for them. 

When Viv heard about Mi-
Haven and SDA housing, she 
decided to investigate the option 

to help bring her brother closer 
to his family and community in 
Innisfail.

“MiHaven visited Innisfail, 
and I attended an information 
session about SDA. I thought 
this would be a great opportuni-
ty to have Darren closer to fam-
ily and support,” she said. 

“So, we submitted an expres-
sion of interest to start the pro-
cess, having a vision and hoping 
that MiHaven would build in 
our community.”

Already being on an NDIS 
package, the process from there 
was simple, with Viv and Dar-
ren working with their support 
coordinator and occupational 
therapist to build a house suit-
able for Darrin. 

Viv said the entire process 
took a total of 12 months from 
when they submitted an expres-
sion of interest, but Darren was 
able to move into his new home 
on December 16, 2022, and host 
his very fi rst Christmas dinner.

“We had Christmas as a fam-
ily in his own home with the 
carers and support around,” Viv 
said. 

“The benefi ts of this now 
complement his NDIS funding, 
and he is meeting his goals of 
living independently with 24-
hour support and care, being 
closer to family, and being on 
Country. 

“He has access to ongoing 
therapies, including speech and 
physio, as well as the opportu-
nity to connect with family by 
visiting us or having us drop in 
to visit him in his own home.”

As Darren begins a new 
chapter of his life living inde-
pendently in SDA housing, he 
and his family are grateful he 
is no longer living in aged care 
and is enjoying the great pleas-
ure of life. 

Viv encourages anyone with 
high physical support needs to 
look into the benefi ts of MiHav-
en housing.

“Darren was fortunate to 
have me, his other sister, who 
works in the area of NDIS. Even 
for me, it was a journey to make 
his goals a reality,” she said. 

“It's an ongoing process, but 
the benefi ts have been tremen-
dous, and we have seen so many 
positive changes in his goals.”

New home gives 
Darren hope 

Viv Edwards and MiHaven CEO Sarah Mort with Darren Cassidy, 
who is able to live independently thanks to SDA housing. 

“We had 
Christmas as a 

family in his own 
home”
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IT MIGHT JUST BE EAR WAX
The symptoms of ear wax are impaired hearing, 
dizziness, ear pain, a plugged or full sensation 
and ringing in the ear. You should never attempt 
to self-clean and always seek professional 
advice. We can help! We offer gentle and 
effective methods of wax removal.

HEARING PROBLEMS?HEARING PROBLEMS?

BOOK NOW 4091 1689

25% 
OFF*

PRESENT THIS
ADVERT

*Conditions Apply


